


The naming of College Ten as John R. Lewis College is a profound honor and a 
great responsibility for UC Santa Cruz. Our campus community will strive daily to 
live up to the legacy of Representative Lewis, to answer his call to create a more 
just and equitable society, and to leave the world a better place than we found it. 
Through transformative educational experiences -- both inside and outside of the 
classroom -- that develop crucial skills, knowledge, and perspectives, our college 
actualizes our students’ profound potential as positive change agents.
 
John R. Lewis College is home to approximately 1500 students, three-quarters 
of whom are people of color, one-third of whom are first generation, and almost 
two-thirds multilingual. Its mission is to foster a community that welcomes and 
affirms people to be their whole selves; to honor our multiple identities and lived 
experiences; to contend with difference; to think deeply and critically; and to be 
agents of social change. Our students, since the founding of College Ten in 2002, 
have been drawn to affiliate because of our theme of Social Justice and Community, 
values that imbue everything we do. 

College Ten’s curriculum and programs were designed from the outset to co-create 
learning opportunities with students, ones that foster student leadership training, 
peer-to-peer learning, community engagement, and critical sense of belonging. As 
a site of pedagogical praxis, the college combines the sharing and production of 
knowledge with reflection and action. Students learn to locate themselves in the arc 
of history, they learn that exemplary and everyday people  have worked together, 
across difference, distance, and generations, with patience and perseverance to 
create a better world.  John R. Lewis College will seek new avenues for social justice 
impact while building upon these strong foundations. Our goal is that our students 
become, and continue to be, on the vanguard of such efforts.
 
In this spirit, we center the demands from the Black Student Union (BSU) to 
combat unrelenting anti-Blackness on campus and beyond. While this is a time to 
celebrate and appreciate the work we have done as a college to get us to this point 
in our history, this must also be a time for action. We have an opportunity and a 
responsibility to call upon ourselves and our institution to work harder to address 
the concerns and demands that Black, African American and Caribbean students 
have been voicing.  

Here at UC Santa Cruz and beyond, the memory and legacy of John Lewis remain 
vibrant, alive, impactful. That legacy will be central to how we remember and teach 
the lessons of history and to how we forge a future worthy of those who have 
struggled and sacrificed in the name of justice and equity.  It is a legacy we strive to 
live up to as we deepen, create and expand programs dedicated to transformative 
education inspired by John Lewis.

https://collegeten.ucsc.edu/
https://specialevents.ucsc.edu/events/jrl-celebration/2022/?_gl=1*9bvydi*_ga*MTQxMzU1NDI4My4xNjQyNTM2NTc3*_ga_BWJ4Z4Y66X*MTY0OTEwNjM0NS4zMS4xLjE2NDkxMDc2MDcuMA..
https://www.ucsc.edu/index.html
https://iraps.ucsc.edu/iraps-public-dashboards/student-demand/enrollments.html&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1651689064002277&usg=AOvVaw1yBszqnXHwLdDHeSGa8qdy
https://iraps.ucsc.edu/iraps-public-dashboards/student-demand/enrollments.html&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1651689064002277&usg=AOvVaw1yBszqnXHwLdDHeSGa8qdy
https://iraps.ucsc.edu/iraps-public-dashboards/student-demand/enrollments.html&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1651689064002277&usg=AOvVaw1yBszqnXHwLdDHeSGa8qdy
https://www.cityonahillpress.com/2021/05/20/after-a-year-of-inaction-students-of-bsu-revisit-demands/#:~:text=The%20initial%20demands%20included%20abolishing,Services%20(CAPS)%20office%2C%20and
https://www.instagram.com/ucscbsu/?hl=en
https://collegeten.ucsc.edu/an_incomlete_history_of_activism_at_uc_santa_cruz_timeline.pdf




We are immensely grateful to the many people who made the naming of College Ten after John R. 
Lewis possible. 

First and foremost, thank you to the anonymous donors, whose generosity and vision have impacted 
our campus in indelible ways. Thank you to campus leadership: Chancellor Cindy Larive, CP/EVC Lori 
Kletzer, Dean of Social Sciences Katharyne Mitchell, and Vice Chancellor of University Relations Mark 
Davis. 

We extend our appreciation to the John R. Lewis College Advisory Committee (Helen Shapiro, John 
Brown Childs, Christine Hong, Xavier Livermon, Lenora Willis, Wisdom Cole, Aaron Jones, and Ethan 
Davis).  It was through their efforts that we made connections to Georgia and Washington DC, and 
specifically to Reverend Dwight Andrews, Linda Earley Chastang, Ambassador Andy Young, and 
Michael Collins.

The planning and execution of the dedication celebration was truly a team effort. We are indebted 
to all the event presenters; our amazing MCs Cheru Robinson and Ray Diaz; the entire University 
Relations Team (especially Kristin Palma and Meg Corman, Nichole Silva, Nicki Torres, Paolina Fisher, 
Nick Gonzalez, Andrea Limas, Scott Hernandez-Jason, Joop Rubens, Kayla Isenberg, Carolyn 
Lagattuta); and the Quarry team, led by José Reyes-Olivas.

In the months before this dedication, John R. Lewis College, the Institute for Social Transformation 
(IST), and the Center for Racial Justice co-organized a series of five events entitled, “Necessary 
Trouble: Thinking with the Legacy of John R. Lewis.” Our thanks to Chris Benner, Evin Knight, Joni 
White, Traci Takeuchi, John Raedeke, Juan Perez, Diana Hogue, Kristin Palma, Allison Soergel 
and many others for bringing the presentations to fruition, and to all the faculty, student, alumni 
and community members who shared their expertise. Each of the Necessary Trouble events was 
recorded and can be viewed on the IST website.

Thank you to our campus colleagues and collaborators for their support, such as the Ethnic Resource 
Centers; Division of Undergraduate Education; the Council of Provosts; the Colleges, Housing and 
Educational Services and College Student Life. 

Thank you to our former staff and unwavering proponents of our success, founding Provost 
Campbell Leaper, founding Senior Director Deana Slater, Director of UCDC and former Provost 
Helen Shapiro, and interim Provost Mayanthi Fernando. A special and heartfelt thank you to 
founding Director of the CoCurricular Programs Office Wendy Baxter, who returned from 
retirement to serve as the organizational genius behind all the planning for the John R. Lewis 
College events. Our gratitude to our pivotal former staff Bob Taylor, Abbey Asher, Jane Hartman, 
Rachel Bauman, eeman agrama, Reggie Shaw, Denise Booth, Kyoko Freeman, and the countless 
others who have supported College Ten in significant and meaningful ways. 

Our deepest gratitude to our hardworking current staff and student leaders, without whose 
commitment and dedication, we would not be here. Special thanks to Tim Barbour, Erin Ramsden, 
Tia Mahannah, Gabie Darlak, Ana Lebron, Christian Galliguez, Alec Santos, Siobhán Byrne, Sarah 
Harker, Amy Zuroeveste, Holly Quiñones-Williams, Chelsea Hamnes, Gloria Salazar, Sean Johnson, 
Eduardo Huerta Soto, Yarethzia Ponce-Gallegos, Robin Kirksey, Audrey Kim, Chaise Cox-King, Jen 
Roldan, Linnea Beckett, Michelle Hernandez, John Cronin, Mauricio Magdaleno, Devin Sodt, Bill 
Reid, Michelle Sasse, and our incredible student staff team.
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https://www.johnandlillianmileslewisfoundation.org/
https://transform.ucsc.edu/
https://transform.ucsc.edu/
https://thi.ucsc.edu/centers/center-for-racial-justice/?_sft_center-year=current
https://transform.ucsc.edu/john-lewis-college-event-series/#:~:text=At%20UC%20Santa%20Cruz%2C%20we,Lewis'%20legacy%20forward.
http://cider.sites.ucsc.edu

